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In 1835, a drama began to unfold on San Nlcolas

: Island that led to a best-selhng children’s book |

- and Hollywood film more than 100 years later..
‘Receiving. - reports of widespread havoc

wreaked by Aleuts on the island’s mhabltants the -
padres at Santa Barbara Mission sent a'schooner -

to take the survxvors ‘back to mamland rancherl-
as.

island. -
Year after year, there were reports of human

footprints on the beach at San Nicolas, and a’

number of expeditions went to search forthe lone

woman. George Nidever, a Santa Barbara sealing: i
captain and eventual rancher on San Miguel Is- S
‘land, finally found the woman — 18 years after -

‘shie had been abandoned.

‘Juana Maria, as she was called, llved ina hut of k :
~'whale bone, whlch she had built for herself, and |

she lived on the flesh of seals and sea lions. Be-

~ fore they left the island, she showed her rescuers:
.a dress she made from cormorant feathers.- p
.The dress is today m the Vat:can museum in

Rome :
On. the return trxp, a storm came up, and Juana

" Maria signaled to her companions that. she could
take care of it. She kneeled and chanted some- -

thing the others could not understand
“And the skies cleared, they said.-

- Juana Maria lived in-Santa Barbara with- thet',k
Nldevers but she could not. survive c1v1hzat10n, :

' and the exotic foods'that went with it.
" Three months after she had been rescued, she

' , dled from dysentery. Buried in the Santa Barbara

stsron graveyard she became known as the

However one woman was left by herself on the
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o V ,na, the Lone Woman of San Nrcolas

phms”‘ R ;

- Mmlature callche
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& if A bronze plaque in the Santa Barbara Mrs-s e
~ sion graveyard is a memorial to Juana Ma- -

Lone Woman of San Nlcolas and her story is the'y
b351s for the book and mov1e “Island of Blue Dol-

Once home
to thousands
of Ind/ans;]

By Hlllary Hauser
News Press Staff Wnter

kel Island, the elephant seals

‘beach.

‘neighbors, while others cavort-

nelghborlng sea lions.

bulbous ~“‘snouts -

“mile away.
Contrast in srze

‘gray hides of the elephant seals.

desolate;

and the memories of the color-

- ful people who once lived here. "

Shaped like a giant. stmg ray,

These tempestuous blasts' veer

force. . . .
'StlflendS :

on the day Nick Whelan, public
affairs director for the National .
‘Park - Service, Ken: :Bullard;"
_ maintenance mechamc with the
park ‘service, ‘and-'their: pilot,
Tom. Drlscoll hiked ‘from: ‘the-
“Dry: Lakebed landmg toward
kPomt Bennett. ©

‘The 'three’ planned to have a

: look at-the‘seals and sea lions
“that’ covered the beaches. " :
‘Whelan, Bullard and Drxscoll :

,‘ylooked ‘out across _the’ sandy
beach at Adams Cove to a turbu-
- jent sea of mllky turquoise,

whltecapped blue. - k
On the northern side of Pomt

from the windswept sea. Thick

*kelp beds tangled along the San
~-Miguel

shoreline, stretching
across the ‘surface to. create
;calmer spots >
tecaps ;

Proceedmg toward vthe tip. of

: Pomt Bennett;.the- ‘hikers made.

their way down the narrow san-

~dy canyon leadlng to the beach.

- Along the way,’ “Whelan' pomted

+-to alone, mmlature caliche pro-:
- truding from a patch of clean ;
- wind-swept. sand. :
~ “The:caliche, only three 1nches{
~ long, was a representatlve of the’
| larger caliches that  have :
~ formed a “ghost forest” near the, .
~middle of the island.. TR
- Caliches- (pronounced ka-'
. LEECH-ees) are petrified plas-
“ter. castings ‘of plant roots, and !
some of the caliches on San Mi-
‘guel are thousands of years old

- and up to 15 feet in height. They
are created when the decaying

material of a plant reacts with -

calcium carbonate sand to form
permanent castmgs :.

As Whelan, Bullard and
Driscoll

* At Point Bennett on San Migu:
were whoopmg 1t up on the‘f

Some lay around at the base,‘
“of the cliffs; tossing sand over -
themselves and' their: snoring

~ed in pl_ayful fights in the surf. -
-Elsewhere; a particularly blub- -
bery trio- waddled off toward

‘The blg males with elongated -
emitied
“bloops” tha_t could be heard a

" The nearby herd of sed hons -
' lazed in the noonday sun, their
2 ,yellow-brown streamllned bod:

“ies a contrast to the elephantine -

San Miguel is.the most myste--
rious of the. Channel Islands —
wind-blown, and in-.
- habited by seals and sea lions,

" sea birds, a few National Park
Service: rangers and scientists.

the flat and sandy island is ex-.
posed  to the winds that travel
south along the California-coast.

. off at Point Conception 30 miles
~away, and h1t .the 1sland full;'

It was blowxngalmost 40 mph’

~ which dropped away toa deep, :

" Bennett, Castle Rock protruded

mld the whi-

moved - ‘toward .the
‘See Page D-3, Col.1

test at human mtrusron. L

Propert acqwieat
aﬂef’ Park status

In 1980 then-pres;dent Jlmmy
Ty Carter signed a bill creating the
~ Channel Islands National Park; " -
- ending the islands 42-year sta-
tus as a national monument. o
 The legislation, authored" by;
e Rep Robert - Lagomarsino, R- -
Santa Barbara-Ventura, includ- :
- ed-provisions for acquiring pri--
‘ vate property . within- the . park,,
‘boundaries: — including Santa
" Rosa Island, owned by the Vail'
- and Vickers families,. and the
16,264 acres owned by the ‘Gheri-
“ni family at the east end of San- ’
. ta Cruz Island. . .
.The Channel Islands Natlonal
‘Monument had already -inciud-
"ed Anacapa and Santa Barbara,
~ islands. The islands were under"
“the: Jurlsdlctlon of the National
- Park .Service. San  Miguel Is- :
- land, owned by-the U.S. Navy, is’
- also managed by the Park Ser— !
- vice.:

Jomtly owned

The largest. part of Santa Cruz o
Island, 54,381 -acres, has ‘been -
’ Jomtly owned and -managed

since 1978 by Dr. Carey Stanton

‘and the Nature Conservancy, a
. national
“tion orgamzatlon . :
- Stanton is the son- of Edwm :
‘Stanton ‘who ‘bought the island
property from the Caire family.
in 1937, and after moving onto -
the island in 1957, has run a
- 19th century c’attlejra’nch on-the. . ,Santaﬁ Rosa Island is- expected
~island with-his ranch- manager,

non-profit, _conserva-

Pholo by Peler Howorth o

At Pomt Bennett on, San Mrguel a fur seal regrsters a pro- o

Henry Dufﬁeld

-In 1978, Stanton gave the‘con-':' '
servancy.a -limited interest in
“his property for - $26 million,

and this interest, wxll mature tol )

ownershxp by 2008.

Protects ecosystem o
_Also created. in 1980, by the
- authority of the Marme Protec-
tion Research and ‘Sa ctuaries
Act of 1972, was the Channel Is-
-lands Marine Sanctuary The
marine sanctuaxy extends six

nautical miles around the five

_islands of the park and protects
-the marine ecosystem ot‘ the 1s-’

lands

The new Channel Islands Na-
tlonal
250,000 acres — 125,000 acres of .
‘land, and an equal amount of
,surroundlng waters.
‘boundaries extend out to one
‘mile around each of the islands.

Park -encompasses

Park

With the passage of the 1980

legislation, William Ehorn su-
permtendent of the natxonal'
: became “superin- |
“tendent of the new national
park. He has since spearheaded
.. the . negotiations: between- the
federal government and the pri- ..
vate landowners for the sa]e of =
their island property

monument

Transfer completron

" The purchase and transt‘er ot'

See Page D-3,Col. 1 -




- “dian mxdden
- ‘where - the  Indians had pro-
- cessed and eaten their seafood;' :

B mammals

- Zbeach at Pomt Bennett they'

" - passed a sandy knoll to the left-
‘of.the canyon. One side of the
“ knoll was littered with broken

{;abalone shells - a Chumash In-
“or- “kitchen,”

- hundreds of years before,
 Low proﬂle 4

: Chmbmg the final Cl]ff to the,.
" beach, Whelan  cautioned the,“f
. ’others'to keep a low profile. If "
anyone. stood up abruptly, he»y;
m:ght o
. “lan, had stopped at the Leste
‘Point Bennett is one of‘ the =

'};‘fsaxd the . ammals
- (stampede :

}'most important - seal. and sea
- lion - rookeries “in the' world.

+ fi‘,come ashore to breed at San M

i I f anyone stood up
e ammals nght
L i:_‘ffstampede ey

guel and because of thlS sc1en-’
tists look to the island to mea- -
~ =sure the comeback of the threat-
.. ‘ened: species, countmg heads

_ ‘during breeding seasons to estl- -
> deep green eoreopsis . trees.

5 mate total populatlons -

‘There are six types of pm-v

nipeds around the Channel IS~’*'a,,several Tusted iron: smks had .

~ the northern elephant seal, the ~ Peen thrown about.

lands: The California sea lion;

~_ Steller sea lion; harbor- seal.

" Thousands slaughtered

In the late 1800s, some of'!

:these species: were . nearly a

‘k',',mhllated ‘by: Russian, ‘English, .
. ‘Aleutian and American hunters,. -
- who,descended on the Channel

- Islands by the boatloads; to reap
" the furs: and: hxdes of‘ ocean

“When the’ noted mammaloglst

. Charles ‘Melville Seammon tried -
"~ to piece together the populatlon
- census for seals and sea lions in
. 1874, he said' the pinnipeds -
ey along the entire California coast
~‘were in ‘a “state of chaos and 5

- With-the" cessat1on ofv conc
. trated huntmg, hOWever,

: _ammals were. helped by a-serie

of” protectlve laws through the
- years, which culminated. with
. the passage of the U.S. Marine

- care “of smk seals and sea lion

"~ at’his Marine Mammal Center in -
. the Santa Barbara Harbor, said =
~ the pupping seasons for pin-
" nipeds vary among species. At

~ Point Bennett, the peak: pupp-

~’ing season for California sea li- -

° ‘onsisin late June and the peak’

= seals is in mid July.

- seals give birth to their young
: .,ibetween March and April.. - :

logical relatronshrps are tamp- e

‘ered with.
= {Much vegetanon S
In 1542, when Juan Rodrxguez

" Cabrillo and his men set foot on

-~ San Mlguel they. described the

- ".island as a “well-populated, am- -
g ply—watered land* w1th much :

o _ ﬁvegetatlon

- But the: 1sland owned by the :
Us. government was leased for .
~ many. years by .a series of en- - :
~island in 1942, and his w1fe dled‘ =
-~ found the ‘land ideal : for the i Bl

- grazing livestock. These includ-

~ed: George - -Nidever, a. sealing -
- captam “from Santa Barbara-",
~-who bought the rlghts to San Ml- .

~ terprising sheep ranchers who

e guel in 1850.

) ‘In 12° years, Nldever boosted‘
S his mventory of sheep to 6,000.
- _After the drought of 1863-"
. 1864 “hungry: Sheep pulled up
‘ ‘?}what little grass was left. Subse- -
© ‘quent ranchers brought more
L sheep to San Mlguel and as.late . ol
 as-1940, the island was-used’ for; : f?e:llr?fécig; étsessglr;htrlllg 11:11225, :
~ winds had constantly uncovered - |!
" Chumash Indian: artifacts mld-ﬂ-' :

‘ grazing by t the Pac1f’lc Wool Co

o L|ttle protectlon ,
* Without' shrubbery to protect

_‘1t the island was exposed to the

-;Vf;}flsland property acqurred
:}f“,‘after park status granted

' Contmued trom Page D-l"

o 1986.

e and is behind schedule.

- _Ehorn said $33.3 million in -
,pfederal funds . have "been ear-
- marked for both pieces of prop- **
© erty, which at this time is “prob~ ‘

‘ably not enough.” -

'In assuming his role as park,
U steward Ehornsaid the empha-
- sis of the park w1ll be on preser-v,

o5 vatlon

iforces of the wmd and sea, To
- day, ‘the effects of erosion.can -
“be -seen’ - almost, everywhere :
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~ Thousands  of these animals

'landed L
Monument site

 Guadalupe fur. seal and the’. ~once the ﬁreplace of the. ranchp ,

~northern furseal. - house. occupled’f

e many
.. species began to recover. ‘The:

- pupping period for northern fur

- Elephant seals pup from’ De- ,.f‘_
- cember to February, and harbor

e -spot on Dead Man s: Pomt over- =
" looking: Cuyler Harbor, where e I
‘visitors can now hike to see the |
' granite cross that- bears Cabrxl-’ e
- lo’sname. = - .-
Standmg at the monument ol
~Whelan pomted to ‘nearby |
Harris - Point, ‘where ~Herbert T
and Ehzabeth ‘were buried.after

. imals were removed

¢ The sellmg of the east end of' -
g ;Santa Cruz’ has hit’ some snads,

2 fur seals south of Alaska

jstantlal populatlons of‘ Natlve
Amerrcans ‘ R

‘with the lsland 'S rlvers of: sand‘

e g ‘
vﬁllmg in San Miguel’s only na
‘ral haven, - - Cuyler Harbor

land, Driscoll; Bullard and Whe-

" 'While, Morris loaded h1s gear*

“ -ionto the -plane, Whelan took a_
~ quick hike to the nearby Cabrll- :
“lo Monument.

- From"the : landmg s1te the
walk to the ‘monument is easv,.
down -a -gentlée ‘slope .an
‘through a miniature’ forest of -

.Along the way, Whelan stopped;
_at a pile of brick rubble; where

_The bricks, Whelan saxd vywerekf

: 2‘ years ‘by

hat had ‘been’ glv-?
en to- the famrly'bySanta Rosa ;

Clubs of Santa Barbara erected
a'monument to Cabrrllo, who is |

"~The seal and sea lzonl:s

Of all the Channel Islands, ,;‘;populatzons along the

- San Mlguel is especially 1nd1ca—*~
* tive of what happeéns when bio-

_coast have begun to* =
“‘soar e

News-Press pholo bySTEVE MALONE

."Chumash llvmg ‘on the |slandsf,:
at the time of Cabrlllo S voyage;

" Morris said: he’ expects about
10,000 Chumash " sites: to -be -
recorded whenan archeological
. -inventory -is.completed for the.
) four northern Channel Islands.

" Meanwhile,, the - archeologlst

has’ extended his scientific work- -
o to 1nclude modern shlpwrecks,
and he is mapping vessels ‘that. '

_fied a 9,000-year-old, post-Pleis
- tocene skeleton on Santa Rosa
'7 Lland ‘said. San nguel has 60"

World War II On this partlcular}f
- -trlp to San M1guel he had made
t e y

‘their deaths. Lester died on the . |

'1n Santa Barbara in1981.° e
"Whelan expressed pleasure at |

seeing :the: vegetatlon ‘around i

the Lester ranch site. When the

-National Park Service assumed |
“f'stewarclshrp of the island’s re- . [

sources in 1963, the foragmg an-f |

',Plants life returns - ol
- The - grasses and low-lymg.:l‘

.f'shrubs that have returned since-

‘helped to- protect valuable ar-:

dens and burial'sites. : 3
Later Morrls sald that of the

Listed in Publlc Law 96—199 as ;

. * . “nationally significant” are the |
: to be completed by the end of

brown pehcan nestmg areas, lS-;
land "tidepools,
.mpeds that breéd and pup al-

“Islands, A
breedmg ‘colony « for: northern

- Also preserved are the than; : "
landforms and caliches; the pre-

- sumed burial place of Juan Ro- . f
driguez ‘Cabrillo, and the ar-

“chaeological ev1dence of :sub-

and the pin- .

most- excluswely on the Channel -
“including the * only S
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