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“Let me tell you about those:

rams — they’d rather -fight
than do_ -anything else,” said
‘Pier Gherini Sr..

Rememberlng his days of
‘running a sheep ranch on the
‘east end of Santa Cruz Island,
‘Gherini .looked .out over the

: . Santa- Barbara Channel from .
~his living room window and [

- said-an important part of keep-
ing'sheep was. to separate the
‘rams. - -

“Damn, d1d they like to

fight,” he said.

'Famllybattle '
Gherini ‘also talked about

" another. battle: The 20-year.

‘fight his relatives waged over
the island, from 1911 to 1931.
"~ At 74 andretired, Gherini

lives in the home on:the Rivi--

* ‘era he has occupied for 35
" years. Although he’s battled a
. few health problems, he has a

.sharp memory for details and.

documents.’

Like his father, Ambrose
Gherlm Pier is a lawyer, as 1s
his son, John 40.

] - The east end (6,264 acres) ofp
-Santa Cruz, the Iargest of the

. Channel Islands, is owned by.
the Gherinis. Dr. Carey Stan-

- ton and the Nature Conservan-
_cy own the remammg 54 381
acres.

Tumultous history -
‘The beginning of the 1sland’

sometimes tumultuous legal’

- history came in 1869 — the
year ' Pier. Gherini’s  great-
grandfather, Justinian Caire,
bought the island. .

After Caire died in 1897 the

disland -continued . as- he . hadl;,l‘-"
- “a-working sheep”
ranch that occupled the entlre '

island.:
" ‘The " main ranch (where

moved. onto the island in 1957)

served as headquarters for-is-

land operations, and the outer
sheep stations .continued at

~Scorpion Anchorage and,'

‘, Smugglers | Cove.
‘Mother married vmtner

.Meanwhile, one of Caire’s -

daughters, Amelia, had mar-
-ried P.C. Rossi, a founder of

Gherml famlly ranch overlooks Scorplon Anchorage on Santa Cruz lsland

- Pier Gherini Sr.

Ran sheep ranch)
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- Maria Rossi was one -of the 14

Stanton has lived since he -iichxldren resultmg from that

union. L
"Rossi marrled Ambrose

' Gherml a San Franmsco law—
yer. v
. One year before she gave'

birth to Pier Gherini in 1912,

Rossi found ‘herself in a battle

over Santa Cruz Island with
.some of the Calre famlly mem- '
- bers.- .
It was cllscovered that the”

R

Santa Cruz Island Corp had' :
‘some. -Caire
family members wanted their

dissolved; .and

piece of theisland.
‘Poof — tht's it’

: “My dad- told my grandfa-‘
ther, ‘I can’t believe it, they've
forgotten to renew the charter '
is - dead, R
- Gherini said. “These days, you
form a corporation and it’s for -
life. Not then — 50 years. and'

the corporation

poof that'sit”"

_Gherini ‘said his chlldhood'.
on the island was “governed by -
that case.” He was just born

when it started and 20 years

. old by the time it was settled.
-In 1937, the  Caire: descen- :
,fdants sold their share of the is--
land to Edwin L. Stanton of La-
guna Beach, for $750,000. :

Ambrose and Maria Gher1n1

. however, retained the east,end :
~of the island. Their
" Pier, his.brother Francis and
two sisters, Marie “D1n1” and.

Ilda — took over the sheep
ranching operatlon there.

‘My dad was fed up’

“My. dad was fed up,” Gherx-k

ni said. “He spent time on the

island, but. because of that
" case, it wasn’t very satisfactory

for him. He told my brother
(Francis) and me that he
would expect us: to take

-charge. We had to learn .what

the ,)ob was all about ”
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_Gherini, who eventually be-fi
came a lawyer himself, spent
many summer months: on’ ‘the
island.  Each ‘summer, he
would take his four children —*

Pier Jr. “Pete,” John, Tom and" |

Elena — across the channel to
workonthe ranch. i
“There were a lot of prob-
lems,” Gherini said. “We were
told by people who knew a hell -

. of-a:lot more than we did that

there was a lot of fencing that

~ needed to be done. That’s all-

we - did - for: several yearsf—'

- build fences.”
“Family ran ranch

“For. the next 40‘Zifearsr*”thef’
Gherini - family - managed ' to

-keep thmgs ‘going: with hired:

managers.- Every night about 6

‘p.m., Gherini. would radioc his-

ranch manager keepmg a log,
of all his calls. .. .
“In 1984, the 'sh ep’'w ,
moved from the east end of is-
land by a hunting program ini--
tiated by the Gherinis, an eco-
logical move to 'save - the -
island’s protective vegetation.
“Peace  has been -shattered'-

- again on Santa Cruz, however,; -
- ‘as:legal clouds appear on the
horizon.. !

Natipnal parkcreated
" In 1980, Rep. Robert Lago-
‘R-Santa Barbara--
‘See Page B-2 Col 3;




* Continued from Page B 1
‘Ventura, authored: legislation
- creating the Channel Islands
National Park. The bill author-
ized acquisition of private is-
land holdings,

" That part was OK with Gher-

] ini, who accepted the action as '
v somethmg bound to happen '

“ However, he said he is mystl-

-fied by a lack of action since .

the passage of the legislation. -
The legislation - stipulated

"that the federal government

~had to -acquire the land
“expeditiously”
now six years later Gherm1
_ said.-

k Channel Islands National Park

‘leglslatlon Santa Rosa Island *
.isto be acquxred first (and that

island is nearing final stages of
1 acquisition, with ftransfer of
- title expected by the end of,

1986).

eral funds available to the Na-

tional Park Service for the ac-
- quisition of .island property. -
The bulk of these funds will go

toward Santa Rosa.

|n awkward posntlon i

.~ The Gherinis feel they are
placed( in an awkward position

because of the delay. Further-

more, additional funds for the

purchase of the Gherini prop-

erty may be delayed by the un-

_certainty of Gramm-Rudman:

belt-tightening, said John
Gherini, who oversees the le-

‘gal busmess of the, 1sland for

the family.

i -Another cloud of uncertamty .
‘that has hovered over island

- transactions has been a claim
by a local Chumash Indian that

Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa are

in the hands of the wrong peo-
ple.

In+1984; Chume Frances
Herrera: ﬁled a lawsuit in the
U.S. Distriet Court in Los An-
‘geles that Santa Cruz and San-

ta “Rosa. were 'never trans-:

- ferred to the state in the Trea-

ty of Guadalupe H1dalgo of '

1848.:
Indian appeal contmues

That court ruled in favor of
the landowners, the state and - -

the National Park Servxce in

1985, but the case’ ‘was ap-’
pealed. In April 1986, the fed--
eral appeals court ruled that~

R} “through con-’
,jdemnatlon if necessary.” . -

— and it is -

Under the" terms of theu

5

There is $33. 3 mllhon in fed-

’the Indxans }ost thelr r’hance'
~ ~to:claim the land 133 years.

ago, when they failed to pres-

“ent a claim to a U.S. commis-

sion created after the Mexzcan

War. -

. The issue has been re-ap», E
pealed to the 9th Circuit Court

of Appeals. As long as the is-
sue remains before the courts,

the transfer of island tltles is
_stalled.

Another issue for the island -

is a devaluation of their land

- because of action taken by the’
state  Coastal Commission,

which said there can be no

cluster ‘or oil development on -
' Santa Rosa or Santa Cruz.

In January 1980 about the
same time the

to ‘sell their property, Santa

" Barbara County completed. its
coastal land use plan and -sub-
mitted it to: the Coastal Com-

mission.

“The commxsswn refused cer-.
tification  of the county plan-
because it did not satisfy’ the

policieS': _of the California

‘legislation .
- passed requiring the Gherinis

' Coastal Act in relatlon to the _’

Channel Islands.’

- Concern over development

it was- ‘con-
- cerned ‘about potentlal devel-
opment on Santa Rosa and

Specxflcally,

Santa Cruz.

The - commission eertlf’led F
'only part of the plan, and left
the issues of the 1slanas uire-
“solved ‘

At a time appratsals are =
bemg made of their property,;a
~ potential downzoning and re-
‘sultant “devaluation does not
‘sxt well with the Gherinis. S

-In 1981, they filed a lawsuit.
'agamst the Coastal Commis-
~.sion in Los Andeles Superlor
Court.:

Frustratlng sutuatton -

L YTIEs frustratmg to say. the
‘rleast”'
“First, we are.told the land *
would be acquired expedi- -

John Gherini - said.

tiously. Then the - appralsal

' process goes on for six years,:
with the Coastal Commission
trying to downzone the proper- -

ty Then, the Indlan lawsult I

o
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John Gherlm looks at the refurblshed bunk house at Scorpuon Anchorage. .

don’t have a ﬁle on thls T have,
boxes.” -

Pier Gherlm Sr leaves the
legal and techrnical aspects of .

" the'island to his son; John; and

these days, he spends his time.

translating the work dlarles of

Santa Cruz. )
Datmg from 1885 the dlarles

are in Italian —a language
" .Gherini studied at UC Berke-.

ley. He writes the Enghsh,

translation on a légal pad.- 4
Three of his children  are

nearby — Pier Jr.; 44, a busi-
nessman and vice pre51dent of

Westpac Shelter Corp.; John,

40, whose legal.practice is-in

- town; and Elena, 41, who lives |
in Goleta: Tom, 35 works fora
~-high-technology firm

San Francisco Bay area.
‘His wife, the former Marga--,f

o ret Whelan died in 1975.

-Gherini looked out a wm—

"dow, toward the channel. -

“It’s pomtless to speculate

what you or I would do,” hew'

said. “But “time marches on.

You ' can rest assured the is-
land will be there long after,
you andIaregone Lo

in the |
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