Cows find -

fine home

on |sland

3 By Hlllary Hauser
: ; News-Press Staff Writer

- On Santa Rosa Island Al
Vail navigates his truck along

“a potholed road that 'resem-f'

‘bles a dry creekbed. At his ap-
_ proach, cows . get up ‘from a
2 shady spot under an island oak i

fand lumber away. = - '

-The red brake light ﬂashes
on “from the dashboard of ‘the-

.’f.truck and Vail ignores it:

- he says i
“Along walk

-+ Vail - will ‘be back at’ the‘;
ran‘ch,house at Bechers Bay by -
-12:30 p.m. — because if he’s -

not back by: then, his.ranch

~hands 7wxll come lookmg for -

i him."

52,974 acres — about 18 miles -
‘long and 12 miles wide. Get-c .
_‘ting stuck in a truck some-

‘where on the island can, mean' '

a long walk home.

. “TI've. done it: ‘more than
once ”Vail says. .

"Vail and his twin brother

““Russ have grown up with San-. i

ta'Rosa as their personal back:
yard. Today, Al Vail oversees
the cattle operations on the is-
land, and Russ Vail takes care
-of .game management and the
- office in Santa Barbara SR
; Easy-gomg bunch
‘They are -easy-going men 3
A,'who see themselves as “cow

" 'men, just like our daddy and
V ‘granddaddy before us.’

“Since 1902, when Santa Rosa

_"' was bought from.the heirs of
“Alexander P. More by “grand-
‘daddy” Walter L. Vail and J.V.

Vickers, the island has been
‘used for cattle operations. _ ‘
In 1902, Santa Rosa ‘was
w‘densely populated with sheep,

Until  he bought .into Santa

';-cattle on Catalina.

'he California brown pelican .
makmgacomeback o

lews-Press Staff Writer ™
n early times as a “mass of '
naccessible .volcanic -rock,”

tands watch over the eastern

ntrance to the Santa Barbara(
hannel.

Of all the Channel Islands,
‘Anacapa is the closest to the
Jalifornia coast, and it is the

sateway to the Channel Is-
ands National Park. Approxi-

shore at east Anacapa to take
he self-guided. hike around
; he island.

- Since the time. the channel
iwas first navigated, genera-
‘tions of sailors have come to

';;know ‘and respect‘the‘ huge -

rom as high as 250 feet almost
erpendicularly to the sea, a“
eologic phenomenonthat oc-

.. "“I’s just one of the 1dlosyn-‘»
“cracies of 1sland equlpment ”j

~ Santa Rosa, the second larg- &
est of the Channel Islands, is

“+but Walter Vail dispensed with {‘
“the sheep and broughit incows.

sa, the elder Vail had run .

Chlldhood on the 1sland was

) News PressphatobyRAFAELMALDONADOr o 3 ’ ’ : TanT
‘Major landmarks on east Anacapa lsland are.
the hghthouse, whlch serves shlps trafhc, ,

mately 100 people per day go -

B Al Vail watches from the bow of the Vaquero
|I as the boat approaches the Iandmg at

‘a happy one.

- “It was great for a kld ) Alr‘
~Vall says.
bent on self: destruction, you .

“Unless  you were

“couldn’t hurt yourself.” -
‘Al ‘and Russ Vail are the
, most visible of the island own-

*-ers. Two other Vails (a cousin
and a sister) continue to hold
.their interests in Santa Rosa,.
and the Vickers heirs, who are -
spread around Southern Cali-
;=forn1a, still retain theil
o percent interest in the 1sland ,
- With the help of five or six
permanent ranch hands who -
- live in the ranch houses at
»Bechers ‘Al'Vail hds

overseen the cattle operation

of the island — 6,600 head of "

‘mostly Angus and Herefords.

: base of these rocky abutments =
_ which now serve as echo
~ chambers to sea lions and surf.
The familiar Arch Rock, locat-
: _‘ed at-the tip of east Anacapa,

is the result of wave' action

“that has eaten all the way
through the land mass.

Anacapa is actually ‘three

rocks connected by: shallow -

reefs, very much like a sub-

merged mountain top. The -
“whole chain is about five miles
long and averages only a half )
‘mile wide. - -
. At the easternmost island 1sf,.
“a landing. Here, boatloads of
-people can climb a ladder to a-

platform, where they can view

- over a video monitor the activ-
.ities of divers explormg the
: ocean floor below.- e
-From there they can take a .

fifty
- . Co., which drilled a well on th

poked its nose into Sant Ros
nee'1963i;: = -0i

over water tanks to dlscourage
vandalism, and:the giant yel- i
"~ low coreopsis, whlch blooms in

Francisco -to New York; ;vi

Almost everywhere on Santa g :
Rosa, cows can be seen —

along the ridges, lying in the
shade of oak trees, standing by

- the road, staring at a truck
- going by, amblmg whereverl'

they please. -

With few fences and dramat-
ic views of the sea, it is cow -
~ heavenon Santa Rosa -

.The 1sland road Vail drives
on is a “country road” built in .

1930° or 1931 by Standard 0il

sland in1932. - = .
‘The oil - mdustry has oﬂ:e

,a
‘the early- 19705

The  Vails
- wouldn’t have minded a little

_W

News-Press photo by LEN wooD -

Bechers Bay on Santa Rosa lsland |n thei
Santa Barbara Channel

revenue from the 011 compa- ;y .
‘we: could -

nies, Vail says —
have thought of somethmg to

. do with that pocket change

No 0|I found

- However, no:one struck 011
~ on Santa Rosa., :

The financial reahtles of
doing any kind of busmess on-

spring..
Just off mlddle Anacapa lies

‘the wreck of the Winfield -
Scott, one of the most popular
shlpwrecks of the Channel Is-

- lands visited by divers. S

.. ~-The Winfield Scott was a
" 225-foot steam paddlewheeler,

. pride yof 'the Pacific Mail

Steam Ship Company. The big
ship was on its way from San

Panama, on December 2, 1853

- when it hit a blanket of deadly
- fog'in the Santa Barbara Chan--

nel. There were 450 passen-
gers aboard, many of whom

- prec1p1tous

““had struek it rich in the Cali-

“fornia gold fields. :

‘In those days, Anacapa was
d -

Coast Guard hghthouse on the

east island warns' ships of

treacherous rocks. At mxdnlght

~ on December 2, the Winfield

Scott slammed into Anacapa.
The passengers were. res-
cued by another steamer, and

“the Winfield Scott settled into
“the bottom of the sea. Today,
~divers: - exploring the -area

where the ship sank can: still.
,make out the paddlewheel,
even though it is battered to a-

fraction of its original size and
. ‘completely- encrusted thh :
seallfe. ‘

- The name: Anacapa comes
the ~Ind1an word

P
‘non that makes Anacapa. ap-
pear ‘at one: time steep. and

times; low and -flat, yet the
name suits the dlverseness of

life, hlstory and lore on Anaca-

a itself:

et s

an 1sland become apparent, ‘

See Page B4, Col. 1
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and the “church" built over water tanks to .
,_;'dlscourage vandallsm. B R

‘while at - other -




5 Islands Natlonal Park ‘the

: ranchmg ‘and- huntlng opera-
tions:-on “Santa’ ‘Rosa: ‘will -be
negotlated with’ the Valls when
“the island is sold: '
_Ehorn wants the. ranchmg op-
| eratlons to contmue as an inter-

‘sive: sheep and cattle grazmg
.over:thei years, the:island was'
terally nibbled to the grourid::
Vail stops his’ truck on. anoth-;
reof-Santa’ Rosa’s:high moun

government wﬂl soon compl‘
-its purchase of the island’ unde,
‘c:the .terms.-of.-the 1980 federal:
y Lo “legislation ereating the Channel =
"The animals spend 18 months' " Islands:National Park. Then, a-
on the island, growing to about. limited number: of visitors will
1,000 pounds ‘before they re
rounded up in spring by island-
vaqueros on horseback. Fo “‘th

nd, a half away
ge,‘ he seejs" X
erd of elk. Lookmg throu"g'
igh-powered camera’ lens, he™ ™
“spots a big bull w1th a good set B
ofhorns. - = :
: .he elk:’ ere orlgmally im-
rted to the island by the Vails
1912, sand: sinc¢e 1979 they
eoffered five- -day elk’ hunts’i
‘to hunters! paymg $6,000 for a’
by 1elk,$ acow.
i};ﬂdes an qulpment are
ded; and theVails do regu-
“counts’ of the herd by heli-
"copter ‘to determine’what the
- annual take of ammals willbe.
.. “It's called game ‘manage--
. _(ment ;/*Vail says:“Th
~ dictate what'you' shoot”
, Shuns travelmg

'.*There are deer on the. 1sland,
00, mtroduced by the Vails in
1929 and now available to hunt—
rs for $750 per deer. -
;~Vall talks: of sallmg ina Tran-: ~
-spac race, but over the years, he . .the truck flying.
“hasn’t traveled miich. “Why do - hit the roof;:

, 1t when you have this?” he asks. ,‘
A quallscoots across the road -

Bechers and” at* Johnsons ‘et
and hlkers wxllﬂbe s;able:to

R “But it depends upon what
- kind. of money.the. Park Service. .
~wants,” Vail says. “Thereisalot
‘,of romantlcxsrn about;,bemg a.

“-low-drafted, floating cattle: pen.
‘On' a narrow, rusty:-railed ramp .
that stretches from the outside - - -

brldge ‘to'the bow, a hand can -~

:-walk and: tend to the cattle be

,low o 5
~iOver. the 3 years the Vails have .f

i hauled for other island ranch-- .
“ers, including Dr. Carey Stan-
ton ‘who has.run a catfle ranch -

~ in'the interior valley of Santa. g
Cruz Island, and Herbert Les- ¢
ter, the self-described “King: of - forr

* San M1guel ” who dled in 1942 B

, Weighmg tsme L :

.- ":Berthed in the Santa Barbara*

“‘Harbor, the ‘Vaquero IL:is:als
“used to. .transport. supphes and*

personnel to'the island. ,
:On this’ partlcular da WO
people from the county Wexghts
and : Measures Department
along with their heavy ‘€quip
~ment, have been carried -over-

: for the spring ritual of checking -
‘the- island’s™" ‘cattle-weighing -

~seales (“in’ ‘my favor of cou e
~Vail jokes). w2
‘The three: hour trxp to HE

“land has been through- -a-thic
fov and: sea chop, but as the Va

_-quero approaches Bechers Bay

- the sun_ breaks- through and:

! 'turns the water mto a turqumse .

- blug: oo

LAl day, the fog hangs off an

_ ta Rosa like a heavy theater cur- |
“tain, but the island continues to.

- baskin sunshme : '

: Greeted by vaqueros S 1 : .

oo Y“There was a; oto paran01a arracks

o d\Ye‘(:"gsh?t bteheél %ggﬁzesb%;i : "in the 1950s, after the war,“he ° :T@

‘themselves  Says. While people on the main- .~ Servic
ﬁﬁlﬁe ot%egad?:;y the county “land were building bomb shel-"-

R “ters  and -stocking them: ‘with -
équlpment vail heads for hl.s . canned food ‘and’ bottled ‘water.
truck S ‘Western~ Air. Defense Systems
i Pomtmg ‘to ar small forest of  wasin the b usiness of building -
O Torrey pmes about’a mile west.. by b ‘
- of the pler, Vail: ‘expldins that. -
- - the_island'is the only place in -
: '-—the world “where.. the Torreyw.
- pines grow naturally, other than_
7 La Jolla. :
{*When the Natlonal Park Ser
 vice takes over the island, vis
" {ors will be able to take a- ‘da "
o fuke from Bechers to the Torrey,
. pines:: :
Va11 xs phllosophlcal about
< the Park Service buying Santa.
- Rosa, ‘even. though it] means:-a

ogs ‘to kill the snakes ‘off-so he "
“traded them a bunch of our hogs
- for. a bunch' of their quail, and. .
hat’s-how we got those birds.” 4
hi hogs ‘are not so. happﬂy
eceived‘on ‘Santa Rosa —-be-
ause--they- -eat the- 1sland -oak 2
nd other de51rable vegetatlons 3
e zAbandoned barracks i
T rk it thé high road, Vall ?%
";stops and points. down the. road .
. ‘that’leads to Johnsons Lee, an
“abandoned military barracks on -
* the backside of the island near,
i e f - Ford Point. From the water, a~ =
,the ‘istand, Vail ‘points out the " “sailor can round the point to get =
~Wlnd0w of ‘his. truck to. a con; ‘?a view of the mammoth rustlngf :
‘crete bunker to the right of the - hulk of the Chickasaw, a freight-
road. The wmdows are broken - er that went: aground on Santa
g ~bu : :Rosa in: 1962 S

fbltlous bullding prmect for the-
“1860s, 'since all'the rnaterlals

. often- rough wate g
Island hlgh pomt
It wasl easy; 7 Vail é:
~“No one told them they couldmt
doxt” S A iR :
at-the. hlghest pomt of

by: sl
nain,” he. says. “We're. " |
v happy, however, play-
und. w1th the courts sa

inue, their. cattle—ranchmg op-»
eratxons after the Park Serv1ce
as’ taken over the island. -
Aecordmg to ‘William Ehorn,
nsupermten ent of the Channelk ,

lands are compared
2 San Miguel, now. awm S} ept
and dune was ’once a- vegeta
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