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- Blll Halverson looked over the severely eroded‘area
22 ‘ot Santa Barbara Island called the badlands. =

- . “It’

‘corbination of everythmg,” he sa1d ,,”Mamly, :

it’s ‘a result of bad management.”

' _THe badlands is caked and
jicracked like a.dry rwerbed
. -that has: not -seen water in
- “years. The clay gulleys are a -
_stark contrast to the surround- :
ing green and golden fields of

:bal‘ley -and oatgrasses.

- Halverson, a full-time plant
-.-ecologist working for the Na-
- tional Park Service, is study-
ing ways to return the 1sland to-

1ts natural elf

to one’s best advantage:
-At Santa Barbara Island, ‘the -

~rabbits - were “stowaways on .
i shxps stopping at the island."

. Working: with Halverson' to

‘reverse the erosion on Santa
‘Barbara Island - was : ‘Dennis-

‘ Were"'bc‘)u'gﬁtv’,“ solvd,""ehdfleased N
. -as grazing pastures for cows:
‘and sheep The land was used -
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Smce that meetmg, the Na- o
txonal -Park: Service: xhas em-

‘bance: of nestmg grounds -as

'effects of sheep overgrazmg - wel] as.the mtroductlon and
‘can also be seen. Even a‘’greén’ .
| - hillside! ‘may. partlally hide'the . e
.| * faint outline of 'a’ chunk of,;’z; :
.1 earth"that ‘is ‘about tot‘shde .- 1901
: ,f:-w1ththenextheavyra1n Soeoin and
~ ‘iiThe:introduction of non-na- e
. tive:animals to'the islands has:
“‘reduced native’ plant’ species,.
: '_.LHalverson said. On Santa Cruz, -
.| ‘the:sheep have affected . the ‘S :
|- coastal sage, pine and chapar- - Tod the e 0l glcalp
‘ral.Pigs introduced 'to Santa lum'is swmgmg back on man
1 Rosa’ have damaged the is nd ~ of the islands
: ,oak . : 2 - With the passage of the Ma-
e On, Santa Barbara Island . rme Mammal Act Of 1972_the

~ Pelicans have begun: nestmgff ‘Wh “taking mventory of =
~ again on Santa Barbara Island;: ;the island plants and’'animals
too, .with 1,500 ﬂedghngs, ; '
,counted in 198 Tiiri i
~ Ehorn:said " the Natlonal%
WPark Serv:ce “has: “suffered in:

draws from a cooperatxve stud-
ies’‘unit; -which. supphes re-
searchers for spec1ﬁc pro,)ects s
Ehorn said his agency has an
agreement with eight universi-
ty  systems : within:‘the fstate,
which supply students to work,v,
inthefield. ©v:
In the: legxslatlon estabhsh-
ing'the ‘Channel Islands ‘Na-
tional Park, there is a mandate" :
for the ParkService:to'do ‘an -
1nventory of all- land and ‘ma-
rine" “resources’ mthm “the:
boundanes of-the: park; :Ehorn

Partlcularly" ra-' . A
vaged weie the northern fur:{;»’c work mthe 1sland
£ Worry together

'around nd do it rlght ” Ehor
-said. “A’lot of people thought :
we’d 'screw it up. T thought
-well, we'll: get the people wor:
: rxed about it together and put'~

avoc to the ‘nati ‘e

; M
bu caused ‘the loss f scnentxsts‘

, ,j“',"”:en island experts. They includ- -

‘ o bounced fback strongly since  ed Dennis Power and Ralph_

Other ammals inadvertently‘ 1965 ) et Philbrick. of - the. Museum of .

r purposefully left on the ds- Natural, Hlstory, Dri: Carey

_- -Stanton; owner: of" the main

in . part.of Santa Cruz Island a:
) ,,:representatxve of the US!

mendatlons to Congress every |
two years until 1990 about" ap-j{. :
propriate actlons to- preserve?_
the -ecological health . of . the_ i
park Chief of. Resources Ma s
agement :Frank Ugollm -over-
sees . the ‘inventories, studxes,
d.corrective actionstaken.
- “Otir foremost aim is prote
tion, not screwing up. the quali-: ;
ty of the islands,” Ehorn said.
“The bottom lme is that thmgsn, o
have been turned around.

Sea” birds: are enjoymg ‘a-‘sor of wildli
comeback, too.. With the- bar of
DDT ‘the Cahforma ‘brown pel-
‘But the most significant im- “i¢an has had healthier breed- 7
1 act on the delicaté ecology o ;’img seasons on west: Anacapa'
-| Eithe Channel. Islands has been Island, - which has been" d
i clared off hmlts to visitors.

eer mice on east Anacapa : “T said, OK; guys,"let’s lay out L

th ’1Ssues ” Ehorn saxd

ros.on San. Mlguel get rid of
the feral cats rats and rabbxts

ird populatlons — mcludmg
he brown pelxcan and two cor:
,:morant species: have been :

edin i980 said that whlle just a
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