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Theisland. pcmomma mnges
from unspozled stretches.of -
- meadows, canyons and beaches
~ to surrounding waters ﬁlled -
L wzth beauty and myste'ry o

- They rise out of the sea often hldden by;;;
o shrouds offog. ‘
TLess than 30 miles from the Santa Barbara
coastlme where thousands are packed onto a
.. sliver ,‘t"lan‘ etween the mountains and. the“
- -sea;:the green md- unspoiled Channel Isl:
are reminders of a California long forgotte
- Those who cross the stretch of ocean betwe
" Santa Barbara and thie islands can experienci
natural-beauty that ranges from the lighthou
on Anacapa to-the. moon-shaped beach of San
Mlguel s Cuyler Harbor. : .

© | Some say the islands are Cahforma S last f
. tier. The Galapagos of the West.©  ~
Inhabitants range from sea hons and elk to
descendants of island pioneers: ,
The island panorama ranges from unspoilet
stx etches of meadows, canyons and beaches
surroundmg waters ﬁlled with beauty, mystery
and scenes of wrecks and destruction.
; To know. the islands is to delve into a histo
“rich in adventurers heroes and the Chumash
Indians.
~The first island adventurer was the dlscove
of California, Juan Rodriquez Cabrilio. Anoth
_was-the Chumash Indian woman, Juana Maria
“who survived alone on San Nicolas Island for 18
: years before she was brought back to Santa Bar
barain the 1800s.- ,
More recently, the story of the Channel Is-
lands i is told by people such as Pier Gherini and
" his sons, John and Pier Jr. Al and Russ Vail, who

.. .162Pages

own Iarge tracts of land on the islands, and ‘the -
National Park Serv1ce rangers who llve on the
islands. :
“Ina five- part serles of articles, startmg today,
“Staff Writer Hillary Hauser takes you to the
Channel Islands. She brings you their hlstory,»
their future, their unspoiled beauty.
- "You-will réad about islands that change w1th
. weather, tide'and season, and about people who -
-live'and work on them: ' - :
The Channel Islands consrst of elght rock and
sand outposts between 10 and 30 miles off the
California coast.- The four northern islands are .

Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa and San Migu-
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By Hrllary Hauser e
News-Press Staff Writer

“Here we are,’

Rosa Island

e He scrambled Sfor the bow In -
* minutes the anchor was over,

5

the side. . :
Seconds later; so was he

A big swell was sweeplng i
‘through Talcott Shoal, a shallow

“reef area just off Santa Rosa;

: and Swint wasn’t. going to mlss'l,

- an opportumty for some prlme‘ * for ships.

‘The lslands have a long histo-+
frrv “of - sailing visits, ‘beginning '~
‘with Juan Rodrlg‘uez Cabrillo,
© discoverer. of California, ‘who
‘sailed up ‘the- coast durmg hlS?i'
L eplc voyage of 1542. f &
- What Cabrillo was lookmg for: :
‘at the time was a short cut.to

* Shoal rises to within 16 feet of China — the mythical Strait of -

the “surface ‘in its shallowest -

body surfing:

“Commereial dlvers llke Sw1nt
“Know each reef, shoal and cove =
~of the Channel Islands, and“for
hlm Talcott Shoal 1s llke v1s1t-',

1ng h1s living room.

‘Located on the. northwest srde :
of‘ Santa Rosa between Brock-

spot. From the air on a clear
day, this hazardous reef ‘area
' looks tranqurl — turquoise blue
~and rimmed Wxth kelp. ’
- “T.worked in Florida. for a
whlle collecting. tropidal fish,”
’ Swmt said..
_great, but they're boring com-

pared to what we have out here.

I could hardly 3 walt to get back ”
© Wreck nearby

“As enormous swells sweptf
Swint-

“across Talcott Shoals,
- found' the biggest ones to ride.
Somewhere nearby was ‘the
wreck of the Aggi, a Norweglan
squarerigger that sank in such
sea conditions in: 1915 e

‘Three miles: away, across the .

~ San_ Miguel Passage, the low,

flat. cliffs of San Miguel Island -
sat on the horlzon hke a dlstant ,

- sandy: ghost

~It- takes years of repeated
5 excursmn to the- 1sland break- . :
ing elther an .arm. or- a 1eg~_~,

trxps to the Channel Islands to

know the 1sland landmarks like -
to recogmzec
.‘Bechers. Bay, Potato Harbor

Swint does

Yellowbanks or Skunk Point.:

‘It is believed that in early geo- -
logxc time, the northern islands.
~ were connected to the mainland =
at Pomt Mugu ‘an extension of
the Santa . Momca mountam{

* range created more. than 63 mil--

~lion years ago, in the pre-Paleo-
* cene period. . L

Theory challenged

~This “bridge” theory is chal-:»_f;

lenged however, by some scien-

" tists who say there is’a lack of" A

ev1dence for it. .

Geologlsts also beheve that
""'f—'the islands were one. huge -land
and.
“that they were separated about
12,000 years ‘ago by gradualr
faultlng in the earth’s crust and

‘mass, called “Santarosae

; changes in'sea level. -
“With:the: isolation . of the is-

lands certain .species -of ‘ani-.
mals and plants began their evo- -

" lution into species unhke their
malnland counterparts :

Rare species

~Among the animals found on;.g‘
the island but nowhere else on " ":
earth are the 1sland fox, spotted-

- skunk, deer mouse, nlght lizard
and - Santa Cruz. scrub :jay.

~ Among the unique island plants -

| as natlonal park

Contmued from Page A-l =

Santa Barbara and- Anacapa
are now included in the Chan-""
nel Islands National Park, cre—';

“ated by leglslatlon in 1980. San
~ Miguel ‘is owned by the U.S.
Navy, but is admlmstered by the’,
. Park Service. :
“The goal of the federal legls-'*

(some of which have mainland
counterparts)’ are the giant
coreopsis

- species of 1ronwood and pme
trees. -

~The body of water separatmg

° the’ northern islands from:the

mainland — the Santa Barbara ™

- Channel — begins at Point Con-

ception, where. the - California -

“coastline ‘takes'a_sharp cut. to
the east for about 50 miles.

have

sudden “weather ‘changes that
can bring hlgh seas and fog

Dlvmg spots

< The. razor—sharp Jaws of sub-
merged ‘island uree:ft’s. *_,have

sald Wm o
" Swint, as his’ 24-foot boat coast-
ed toward the beach on Santa

“Coral reefs: sound .

‘which). With - this
‘managed -tocaptain his boats
farther north, and by November
1542, -he had reached ‘a spot o

(“tree  sunflower”),
‘succulent dudlyea, ‘and  some

- be lncluded

Santa Barbara, Cahf News Press, Sunday, At_lgust 17, 1986

Some anlmals plant specres one of-a k/nd

: .chewed the hulks- of at least 1005, :
' unsuspectlng shlps that have .
' ’sunk since the islands were dis-
‘covered by Europeans Ancient .
. Forty- Nl_ner :
‘squareriggers -
and lumber shlps are popular-
scuba diving spots f01 underwa- .

‘schooners,
sidewheelers

ter explorers:

- Navigators have called the
northern Channel Islands. “The
and one-
- archaeologist - described - the" -
‘particularly stormy. island  of

‘Fearsome Foursome,

San Miguel as a “catcher s mift”

~Anian. Supposedly, this ‘was to
provide a passage between the~

Pacificand the Atlantl
First srghtmg

“The ships Cabrillo sa ed from'r’

Navidad, Mexico, to California
‘were two frail >

Anacapa, Santa Cruz,

lectlvely Islas de San Lucas.

~San Miguel seemed to be Ca-

, bI'l]lO s favorite “island (which -
‘he named La Posesion), and
~more than once he anchored hlS =
“-caravelsin Cuy]er Harbor

jlnjured in fall”

- Cabrillo. fell durlng hlS ﬁrst

(records. “are* unclear as” to
injury, he

near Monterey Bay
- 'Winter ~winds and storms

' drove the.caravels back to San~
‘Miguel, and Cabrillo reportedly Eare
- spent the winter in Cuyler Har-

bor. During  this return visit,

:comphcatlons arose_ from h1s
broken 1limb, “blood poisoning
‘set'in; and the captam dxed on

Jan 3,-1543.

Where he was. burxed remains ’f‘ 30 feet lon g an d'mde. of Wood-.

g mystery. Some believe he was long before. the.

~buried on Prince Island; while ‘o
~others suspect he was removed
- to.Santa. Rosaf or. even burled at
-sea. : S

‘Monument erected

‘In 1937, a Santa Barbara club
erected a monument to Cabrillo-

Point, overlooklng Cuyler Har—

' bor

ThlS monument \a- gramte

R ;,cross about 40 mches hlgh on ;7

Mariners . throughout time lation is to preserve the islands

’ learned . -to ‘navigate
th‘rough the channel ‘with cau-.
- tion, since the area is known for

‘while  allowing limited public

access. If all goes according to: -
- plan, Santa Rosa Island and the

east end of Santa Cruz will also

park. The Park Service’s pr:ma-»

Ty goal in this project, it main-
“tains, is'to preserve ‘and protect =

theland and habltats S S

Islands was shght producmg ht—

"‘-Jumpero Serra explored andv
settled the: Cahforma coast; a’

- the ship, Juan Vizcaino, left ay
B staff behind on the 1sland
- The staff; topped with an iron
cross, ‘was returned to the Span-
- iards by the" Chumash Indxans; SR
living on the island. The im-.
pressed Spamards renamed the
" island LaIsla de: Santa Cruz
open-decked F (The.lsland of the Holy Cross). -
‘caravels — San Salvador and La _
Vittoria. He 51ghted the first is-
- land — Catalina — on October 3,
~ but stayed there only halfa day.
- After poking ‘into ‘various -
coves along the mainland coast, -
he continued west to" dlscover s
Santa
-Rosa, and finally San Mlguel
The four islands he.called col-

_ship’s ‘log--t ,
- lived well off thé sea and were-
_master canoe - bu,lldersr “These -

in the ‘national

top of a mound of rocks is m-r

scribed = with the explorer s
name in Portuguese e
. Joao Rodrigues. Cabnlho
- Portuguese Navigator
Dzscoverer of California 1 542
Isle of Burial 1543 -

Cabrillo Civic Clubs Jan. 3 1937

Cabrillo’s ‘men renamed the

‘island ‘in honor of their captain_

— Isla de Juan Rodrlguez —and
returned to Mexico.

Subsequentvoyages
‘The impact of subsequent Eu-
ropean voyages to the Channel

tle new except names.:
In 1769, when Portola and’

supply Shlp anchored at what is
now Prisoners Harbor on Santa
Cruz-Island. The priest aboard

~San Mlguel received its ﬁnal

name in 1770, when the carto-
grapher - Mlguel
: ;changed the name to honor h1m-‘ .

.Costanso

self.

'Indlan word

Anacapa’ got its name from the‘ g
,Chumash ‘Indian~ word:
neeapah” (records also have it .
as, “Eneepah” and “Anayapah”'
‘and*a number of other ways).
The 'word means’.
- ing”.

“En-

. 'nel “that-‘seems. to  transform:
i Anacapas perpendlcular ‘cliffs:
. into low flatlands, or, on occa-"’
= ‘smn ‘erase the island entxrely :

It fist beheved Santa Rosa‘f
» recelved its: final - -name. from'
~Juanh Perez, who explored the :
“areain1774: .

. At the txme of the arrlval of

Europeans to California; there
were ‘an. estimated 2,000
e Chumash Indlans l1ving on the'

‘the Chumash

"

canoes, or: “tomals

k “ever-chang--
— a reference ‘to ‘the ‘mi--
' rage phenomenon ‘of the chan-’

o mg Chumash as well

Bartolome Ferrel Cabrlllo S

ecorded in ‘the .

/.*were up to

.

first: sawmills ppeared in Cah- >

* fornia.

~Two rephcas of the Chumash

tomals are in Santa Barbara’s. -
- Museum ‘of Natural: History."

One of them, built by island ex- -

paddled- to- ‘the 1slands by

*-Chumash descendents. g
. ~Called “Canalenos” (People of -

the Channel); the Chumash who
hved on, the 1slands ﬁshed :

W bought the 1sland for $1 000 to

Islands protecte,

The plan makes some people"ie
:happy. However,” others worry
-that the islands will be come an-:
“other Yosemite, a national park
ﬁ\spoﬂed by overcrowdlng :

= —
L JT—

- pert Peter: Howorth'ini 1976, ‘was’
on. San Mrguels Dead Man’s -

islands;:

_enipires -

hunted sea otter and other sea

“mammals, 'and made - buttons S
_(and beads from abalone shells.
“They adapted almost perfectly E
to their env1ronment ;

,{TMove to mainland

" However, between 1787 and'-“f')
) 1816 most of the Chumash liv-:

-The. survwmg remnants of the -
-‘1sland inhabitants then had the -
ferocious Aleut fur hunters to = POW of a ship.
‘contend’ with. They came from -
~ the north with their huge guns "
'to klll sea otters, and they man-

L aged to kill many of the remarn-k; L Pomt Bennett.';s:

When the 1slands were passediv
~from Mexico to California in the -
‘Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo off“
1848, some of them became pri-.
‘vate cattle and' sheep ranches,
- others became’ property of the

US government o

bulldlng
ranches'—— and in some. cases,

unique chapters of hxstory
Sheep statlons -

-~Justinian; Calre :who bought

Santa Cruz Island in 11869 to

graze sheep, bullt a Mediter-
“ ranean villa in the interior val- |
'ley of the island, 'and at Scor-
~pions; Anchorage ‘and’ Smu gglers!
- Cove at the-east end, he built
- sheep’ stations :with ‘two-story
‘adobes in French, archltectural
style o . '

After Walter L Vall and J. V ]
Vickers bought Santa Rosa. Is-
land in 1902, they were able to
~.move ‘into- a_ two-story ranch
 house’ that had .been buill at
~ _Bechers Bay during the 1860s by -

previous “owners, ‘'who 'had

e ralse sheep

Perhaps the most nnagmatxve' .
é"'~,;1sland ‘inhabitant was Herbert
Lester, who called himself the.f

* “Kingof San Mlguel o
--Ranch manager : ,
: Lester aWorld War I veteran

-~ The: acqulsltlon of the lsland g
_property has been held up by
lawsuits. and -delays and ;only -
. time and- the courts: will tell |-
~ when the complete park plan B
: becomes a reahty ‘

et o st rmaiton i s o4 o i b e, A o i ot

-ert L. Brooks of Santa Barbara. :
-“He brought with him his bride, -
..,,::,Ehzabeth Sherman the great-

-+ buried next to him. The triangu

Those -who have lxved on the.::f‘ lar ranch house whlch can be -

residerices;
- brillo Monument is:now a rub:
“have prOVIded».ﬁ_“,bIe of brick: and ruste plumb
1ng fixtures. -

l
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Auto Sectlon

Friday.

great granddaughter of Roger;yy

Sherman, signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence

- per hour on San nguel Russell -
~ had built the house in the shape -
© of atriangle, with the apex

‘pointing into the wmds hke af,._ ness areas, has bought a conser- -

:_vation easement to the central .
sand western’ parts ‘of Santa
‘Tumber:
‘schooner J.W: Coleman whlch".

For *lumber,.
'wreckage of the
to. the rock

‘had smashed i f

fHouse now rubble

‘Leéster committed su1c1de on "~
‘the island in 1942; and was bur-
*“ied.near Harris’ Pomt at the forma mainland.

»northwest tip-of: Cuyler Harbor. -

Elizabeth, who died .in 1981
“her: home in Santa Barbara i

Today, the 1slands are m tran,

‘Since “'winds

“-ing on the islands were moved sometimes blowtip't0.100.miles

1 i to the mlsswns of the mamland :

e used the’,

: ,Channel lslands

i News Press photo by STEVE MALONE

At Polnt Bennett on San Mlguel the seals and sea hons lounge around in the sun

s1t10n Some are stlll prlvately'f

- owned and others are owned by = -

+/ the National Park Service. Rec-

- The two .moved. lnto a- ranch ; ‘

, ‘house that-had been built over-.::
= looking Cuyler ‘Harbor in 1906
- by -a" previous island lessee; -

- John Russell::

‘ognizing their natural, cultural

and historie value, the federal -
government ‘is- acquiring Santa |
Rosa and the east end of Santa -

-Cruz to include in the :Channel ,'

Islands National Park.

The Nature*” Conservancy, a.’
national non- profit orgamzatlon .
dedlcated to preserving wilder- -

Cruz; owned by Dr. Carey Stan-- .
ton. The conservaney will own :

~the property by 2008..
; ;Undlsturbed backyard

‘Even in transition, the Chan-
nel Islands remain a mostly un- - -

disturbed. backyard to the Cali-

For. commercxal flshermen,fi—

,hke Win Swint, it’s-the peaceful-
. ness of the islands that appeals: .
~ “I don’t think of them so.much -

in terms of history; but for all

that. natural ‘beauty -and " open
: space. I llke to be out there 1n .
.A lt b .

Monday How you can wsrt the

“moved onto the island in 1928 to-
‘manage a sheep ranch for Rob-
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