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By Hlllary Hauser - A T e e _;“my wave, 'my beach my chlck my wax go home'
News Press Staff erter S L " An -outsider may have. trouble understandmg th
: 3 unsporting attitude, because most .people. grow up. thh
the idea that to be a bad. sport. is'to be a turkey: But-
then alk'to'a girl whose board, has been’ wrecked by =

Rmcon del Mar ~—A“Corner by the Sea - 1s JUSt that : :
‘a _corner, ‘a: crazy world completely unattached from
Santa Barbara Summerland and the rest of the planet. some guy snaking her wave, or.an old-timer whose- leg

~You can easily view-the Rincon as you approach - . nearly severed by a runawa surfboard — and you
‘Santa Barbara from the south on the Ventura Freeway. begin to u}nderstand tlhe go-homg attitudes. 7

P If you look olit to sea as you approach Bates Road, you - . Many oldtimers have simply given up on. the Rmcon r
o “will inevitably see a swarm of surfers, tloatmg around because of its crowds, but there are the die- hards who }
, on'their’ boards'in the surf line, ‘waiting for waves. - il never forsake the' place Some have gone o

From the freeway, lt\‘rnay ook like atypical  popister Ranch, but even at this out-of-the-way place,
Cahforma scene but at the Con,” nothing is typical. If k there are growing complamts of increased crowding.

»you 're brave enough to’ wander onto_the beach by ~ Like Mammoth Mountain on a weekend, the local
“accident or. design, you can feel strangely mlsplaced sntuatron they say, isa bummer

sort of like a New York stockbroker wandermg mto the -So, most surfers. from -around these parts hit the

mlddle of a Maori wedding: ' . Rmcon since it's only ‘15 minutes ‘down the freeway
Surfers have been admired, misunderstood, hated, ‘from town, and if theycar doesn’t get ripped off in the
put on film, idolized, denigrated, loved, feared, put. _ parking lot or the head bashed in by a runaway board, -
" down, put on pedestals. But one thing is for sire: they thmgs can work out hunky-dory for an afternoon, = -
are different. An anthropologist would have a fieldday ~ ~qp', recent 4-foot day, a few surf rats stood around
 studying these riders of the waves, who talk a different - o the beach talkmg —’or rather, they were. hooting - !
language, follow a different code of ethics and under- ooy some hot and heavy action that was takmg place
..take a. Sport that is more 11ke an art of survival.. offshore : )

At the Rincon, there are obvious factions. In’ one - Someéone had wrped out and lost his board - whlch
~corner of this' b1g Corner, you’ll see a rowdy looking, happened to be a long board untethered to the. guy
Bt b G : : 1 _long-haired bunch with ever-present beers (sometimes rldmg 1t 'lhe thmg rammed 1nto an expoged metal ;
R e e T ‘bellies to match), sitting around in beat-up wetsuits and - o
N } ! i ! toting’ long, beat-up boards that look hke they ve been i

run over by their own cars, The Rmcon is one of the most ST
These are’ the oldtlmers, the “surf rats” who have w SO RS

occupled the same spot on the beach for 14 years — pOPUlar surfmg SPOts ’n the‘ e
- hear. the bottom of the dlrt path that descends from the : Ao
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18 of the omgmal Anlmal IIouse

‘They are nice guys, however. :
In ‘another corner of the. Rmcon are surfers of a
dltferentl ort the chlc brlght and’ colorful short-
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Awparalylel 0. thls srtuatlonmlght be a un/“kway

k,Then just as the ]ost board was retrieved from the
‘ beach the surf rats saw two guys catchmg a wave at

. “Look at that snake"" says one of the surf rats

_real PYTHON.”

i Snakes are the guys that horn in‘on a wave — and
someone ‘else’s ride — when they should pull back

(,ahforma beautrful or Animal House rowdy, the two Here “another: perspectlve can, be drawn by compar-

the ym and:. - lng the situation with skiing. Imagme that you're at the -
; o top of the Cornxce at Mammoth Mountain. You take off,
- On crowded days everyone gets heckled and since  ‘and someone . whose ‘level of - skiing dictates that he

the Rmcon is Crowded at the shghtest hmt of. wave should not be up there slides down out of control and’ )
. hits you. He takes you with. hlm stabbmg you w1th hlS

day ot the year Sle at the same time. ‘ :
The Rincon is one of the most popular surfmg spots in . Then, consider that the mountam is: movmg and that
the world because of its “perfect waves'” — created by all the skiers who want to ski the Cornice have to shoot -
an. ideal ‘combination” of coastal, configuration and out from the top at the same time. Not only does there
offshore reefs. Surfers come to the Rincon by the .y ~have to be coordination with oneself, but also coordina- |
carloads to catch these perfect waves — from Northern - tion with the other guys trying to'do the same thing. In

California, San Diego, Europe, Mex1co South Afrlca ‘a matter of seconds, each skier has to figure out who
and the San Fernando Valley., " started first, and then weigh that agamst the fact that

" Insiders don’t ' like outs1ders just becauge ther .- he has walted for thls moment fora long tlme ——m the o

“aren’t enough waves to go around. It is a continual C°1d ST
_repeat of the old Mahbu song that goes sometlung llke P
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When the surt’s up, |ts rlders are out en masse at the Rmcon.

Contmued from Page G~1
, zYou want ‘that ride ‘badly, but
. there is someone else who wants 1t
£t Just as badly,

¢ Wipeouts are no fun but 1t’s espe-
e c1ally msultmg if an awful one oc-

didn’t watch hlS manners
Really bad - ‘wipeouts. are. called
. “toads > ‘which stands for Take

. pubhcatlons there: will sometimes
~be a series- of plctures of a:guy
‘- takmg off on a monster wave —.
“with each successive picture reveal-
-ing the utter mistake of making that’
* decision. To. accentuate the: sngmfl-,“
_ cance of such an error in judgment,
.+ thé magazine will put a little green
© ' toad in the corner of the wnpeout"
. pictures.
£ Toads necessary

g But toads are necessary in. surf- o
. mg If you don’t try for the biggest,
" most exhilarating rides, what’s it
{.  all for? Like the rest of life, one has
: to be w1111ng to jump into the toads ’
©  to experience the. high points.
i " The younger surfers generally try
© . the scarier stunts —or so the older
. surfers say. Every surfer in his
“youth- apparently goes® through the

- foot waves, travelling- hither and
~_yon to find the Thrlll of-a-foetxm '
Pxpelme.

“There are trlcksters ‘too: Locals

e talk about a guy in Hawaii with the

ﬁ expert txmmg, who jumps off a cliff
* with ‘his board onto the top of a
‘wave. which then carries him'off. -
et /Presumably, this guy ‘will; as\
£ time goes on, become more satxs-‘.
" fied with a calmer- approach to the‘ :
swhole thing. - s
. The really young surfers are !
~ " called “‘gremmies’” (gremlms) and -
il dependmg upon their surf style ‘can’
* also be called “‘gyros.””
R Gyros are dnstmgulshed by the
- fact that they go through a Iot of.~
~ upper-body - gyrations - after they
" catch ‘a wave. ‘The old style of -*
' :'surfmg lS smooth the ‘upper bodyjf;

o po e e TSR

,fstaymg quret whlle the feet WOI‘k
the board. - -

" mies- tradmonally work: the waves -
~ closer to shore while the- mxd-hf s
. are somewliere further out. -
‘curs just’ because some. other guy',l
“people who_jockey  their surfmg  defy traditional values. Back- then,
hours around their work. ‘Instead, - parents.  worried - excesswely and -
" they: jockey their work around their .
surfing hours.: They- chart ‘their
- 'work schedules. for -each . week by
. the satellite weather pictures i in the -
Monday edition of their local news-
- papers, and they get- pretty good at
. ‘readmg cloud patterns and wmd
;actlon o

Off And Die Syndrome, In surfing "

~into the -business life- by - telling
'themselves that thh the . moneyf
’they can surf ‘Fiji or BaJa.

~their ‘sport for any length of time

- jobs as waiters, ‘carpenters, pamt-
. ers— anythmg that’s freelance and - - practice their art, and, for the most . -
* unconfining: — and they kee gomg
; to the Rmcon

There ls a big, dxfference hetween !
S ,the surfers ‘of today from those of
At the Rmcon gyros and grem-f the late ‘505 and early‘ 60s, When. the

- ;‘(Barbara Back then ;.to be a surfer
~ was almost to turn one’s_back on
Dedlcated surfers are . not those  society, adopt radlcal drug use and‘ '

;.':non-effectxvely about. their children -
takmg up the sport. Today s parent =
- just uses the surfboard as leverage;,:l
. when ‘the grades go down and the

surfing  kid - .gets his . :
‘when the grades ar ‘back up

"The surf rats\ at,the;Rmcon 1t_v
‘tums ou ,.are not really rats at all -+

Some of them veer offfmto full-
time careers when an no’ longer'
be avoxded ratxonahzmg therr entry:

thexr love of the- sport smce they -
- were ‘little kxds They. ha e become’ =
voc1ferous ‘about * those who don’t
follow the rules of the road — - those -

Just people who have- llved out, -

Keep afloat f,who make surfmg dangerous for‘;f

“Those who choose not to leavek :

But otherwxse they are - app ecxa-
tlve of the sea and the sunsets, the -
atural beauty of the places they = :

keep - financially afloat by takmg

. part, they are kind and considerate
to:each: therf— even’ to gee-whlzv

.. phaSe of lookmg everywhere for 10- . outs.
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