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o ber ”my chief. re-
actlon consnsted of tears “and:

~also’a regret that 1 never met
Aft

ripts of immortal composers
ike Beethoven and Brahms.:
. There _Gelrmger worked on

preservmg treasured : muswal

etters that provided ‘unique

nger and his first wife, Irene,

-that is now considered. one of

“the’composer ever written.
.~Ireneand Karl  Geiringer
T,collaborated on many musical

" wor ,_for-word 5 1ctat10n -of -
K .Gelrrnger " ‘memories;
o thoughts and’ opmlons tran-

e What strlkes me most abou
“This T Remember”

: umque portrayal f tion of new scores, based on

most 1mportant receptacles of
he original scores-and. ‘manu--:

~ discovered a' ‘collection of .
itherto .unread correspond-
nce -addressed to Brahms, -

“insight to the composer.and a-
oundation:upon- which -Geir- -

;‘the most important books on !

- projects - during thelr long .
; ,’scrxbed by his second wife,: . married life (over 50" years, -

Santa Barbara concert pia- until her death in Santa'Bar-",
»mst Bermce Shaplro-Gelr- " bara in 1983). She worked at-’

P " Universal Edition, and togeth-

.er with Gelrmger conducted: -
‘and: supervised the produc- -

thelr research 1nto notes left - «

* by their. compasers. ™ '
«““This: ItRemember” “in

* cludes some. ‘amusing “ac-_
. counts-that prov1de insights to -
some of the world’s great mu--

sical artists, many of whom

came to the Gese_llschaft for a
" visit. . Geiringer remembers’
how the great Arturo Toscani--
ni- came to the museum just -

moments: before conducting

. Schubert’s C Major Symphony
rote a biography on Brahms .
“quested from. him the auto-

at the Musikverein and re-

graphed score.
“He looked at the score for

.a moment, ‘reverently kissed:
- it, then said, “Now I am ready-

to conduct - the: symphony,”.
Geiringer recalls, adding that

angry or amused. -

recounts - his- meetmgs ‘with

celebrated musicians- ‘like’
B 'Rachmamnoff :Paul Hindem-

‘he immediately. emigrated
- with Trene and their two sons
- to England,.where he had be-
- come-well. known for his BBC :
e programs. - L
ad: to £
leave ‘England, - “t00, -because
- “enemy aliens”. (whlch includ- - E
_eddeportees from Austriaand - o

- Germany) were being rounded
“up and sent to the Isle of Man.
“Because " of this, the “Geir-
_ingers. came - to “America,
where he began teaching. at

" Boston University — medieval
.and Renaissance music,-.coun-"

-world at large — almost 20
more years of his work, bring-. -
- ing to UCSB vast ‘acquisitions

~'of music libraries, collections <
" he didn’t know whether to be e

ant musical blographles :

‘the building; bemg Jewish

But the. Gemngers

finaly music history. He came

to UCSB in 1962. Then 63, he
-convinced university officials -
to let him work beyond the es- -
tablished retirement age of 65. .~
"~ He. contributed to the uni-

versity — and to the: music

of recordings and. microfilms ,

““and publishing ventures that
- In similar fashlon Gelrmger,% ‘included - his- own research
_into ancient, now-obsolete in-
~struments.

“ o %This 1 Remember”jcon-

; 1ttle-known~
Haydn ' scores. HIS biography
- of Haydn is,-along with his bi-
" ography of Brahms, ~ consid- -
_-ered one: of the. most im ort-'

Gemngers book' is fullof
Qpersonal ‘trials’ and ‘tribula
- tions, too. He remembers how:
- he “arrived at- ‘the ~Musik-
fruende ‘on the morning -of -
Mareh 13,: 1938, to " find SS’
guards” blocklng the entrance.

; 7‘performances ‘should be glven
in.their orlglnal texts, rather
t

climbing mountains, mcludlng
-an outing in the Eastern Tirol

‘where Irene ' slipped : and

broke her- foot, which led to
i ; and eventual

‘Gelrmger descrlbes frankly:‘f =
his shattered feelmgs how-“a -
kind ‘of fog, a paralysis of
thmklng and feeling descend-
.ed.” > And “how his meeting
Bernlce Shapiro “in 1986-re- -
stored - -him.- .The two were
marrled in’1987, and “This I
Remember was finished in
December-1988. Less than a
,month ?;later Gemnger ‘was

ernice Geirmger t
who is " carrying on-

“ the " country, pro- -

,"v1des a sentxmental epilogue
“about the events surrounding
“terpoint and: composrtmn ‘and - their: brief and happy mar-
" riage,: and tells of Geiringer’s

death.
-Of the book, she recently

+said, “Young ‘people need a
“'role model.: This book shows
~ how, if you live a life with'ide-
“als and:good. work ethies, it -

will lead to happiness.”
‘“(Bernice Shapiro-Geiringer-

~will sign copies of “This: I"Re-, ’

member: Memoirs of a Life in -
Music” at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Earthling Bookshop.) .

Hillary Hauser is a free-lance
.writer.and concert pianist who
- _lwes in Summerland "

guage of the country in which
‘the performance is given). It
-also - describes ' his ‘love - for

her husband’s - lec- -
“ ture, - work:: around~








